Ajuga reptans - Bugleweed or Carpetweed (Lamiaceac)

Ajuga reptans is a groundcover with attractive flowers
in late spring and early summer, and semi-evergreen
foliage for summer and/or winter interest. Bugleweed
has both foliage and flower variants.

FEATURES
Form
-herbaceous semi-evergreen groundcover
-assumes a 4" prostrate mound or mat effect in
summer, autumn, and winter, but to 10" tall when in
flower in mid-spring
-spreading up to 1' per year at its perimeter by runners

Culture

-partial to full shade

-best in partial shade in moist, well-drained soil
-propagation by transplanting of daughter plants from
rooted runners or by crown division

-Mint Family, with crown rot under wet conditions and
plant death under drought conditions being the 2 major
problems

-commonly available in flats or containers

-flowering stalks may be sheared off after bloom to
enhance foliage effect

Foliage

-evergreen to semi-evergreen light green, dark green,
bronzed, purple, or variegated leaves, depending upon
cultivar

-leaves radiating from the crown, obovate, and slightly
pubescent

-leaves on flowering stalks are small and sessile
-autumn color is unchanged for green or variegated
types, but bronzes heavily for some other types
Flowers

-blue, purple, pink, or white, depending upon cultivar
-small flowers on dense upright inflorescences create a
colorful carpeted effect during the peak blossom period
in May and June and attract many bees

-lower petal is like a forked tongue emerging from the
remainder of the corolla

-green calyx is hirsute

-flowering stalks are square with small decussate leaves
Fruits

-inconspicuous, small brown seeds

Twigs

-not applicable

Trunk

-not applicable

Function

-foundation, bed, planter, edging, or entranceway
groundcover

Texture

-medium texture

-thick density

Assets

-evergreen to semi-evergreen foliage in winter

-carpet of small flowers in late spring and early summer
Liabilities

-flowers attract bees in May and June

-wilts under drought or dies out under wet conditions
-will invade beyond its boundaries by runners in shade
Habitat

-Zones 4 to 8

-Native to Europe

SELECTIONS
Alternates
-other spring-flowering or semi-evergreen groundcovers
Variants
-'Bronze Beauty' - bright green-bronze foliage turns
glossy deep purple in autumn and winter
-'Burgundy Glow' - pink, white, and green variegated
foliage
-'Catlin's Giant' - foliage almost twice as big as normal
-Ajuga pyramidalis 'Metallica Crispa' - bronzed
foliage is small and crinkled, resembling dwarf dark
spinach, and is not as vigorous as most other forms



